The Black Plague

An Investigation of an Epidemic
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CLASSROOM PACKET

DO NOT WRITE ON!

Directions: Read the Historical Background below QUIETLY and INDIVIDUALLY!

Complete the following questions on page 98 of your spiral QUIETLY and INDIVIDUALLY

Historical Background Essay:
During the fourteenth century, Europe was living through a deadly epidemic known as the Great Plague. Probably originating in Asia in 1330, the Black Death spread through the land and sea trading routes of the time. Contact from these trade routes reached North Africa, Europe and the Middle East. Known by names such as the Great Plague, the Black Death and the Black Plague the disease that tore through Europe is now more commonly known as the bubonic plague. 

The plague's rapid transmission can be traced to a small bacterium, Yersina pestis, that usually infected the black rat. Infected fleas, however, transmitted the disease to humans initially. Eventually humans spread the disease as well, through infected saliva. Once people became infected, the symptoms of the disease were painful and difficult, and many died. Symptoms included swollen nodes in the groin, severe headache and severe pneumonia. The disease became known as the black plague because of the dark blood clots that appeared under the skin. 

The overall effects of the plague devastated Europe. The population decreased as much as 33% in 20 years, affecting agricultural production, family structure and economics. 

Questions to be answered on page 98 of your spiral in complete sentence, QUIETLY and INDIVIDUALLY:

1. Why do you think the plague spread to rapidly throughout Europe?

2. What areas of medieval life probably faced the most impact as a result of this plague?

3. What were the likely effects of a die-off of about one third of a total population in a 10-year period upon the economic life and structure in medieval times?

4. What were the likely effects of a die-off of about one third of a total population in a 10-year period upon the family life and structure in medieval times?

5. What were the likely effects of a die-off of about one third of a total population in a 10-year period upon the population growth or decline in medieval times? 

Copy the following chart down on to page 97 of your spiral.
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With your elbow partner, you are going to investigate the previous discussion questions further through an activity using documents from the fourteenth through the eighteenth centuries. This task is to be completed in the chart on page 97 of your spiral.
1. Look through documents 1-10 and at the various responses to the outbreaks of plague in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. 

2. For each document, what was the belief and concern expressed for the plague. Support with evidence from the document.  
Document 1:
In the town of Florence, the authorities took every precaution against the Plague. The streets were cleaned; those with the Plague were prevented from coming into the town; and prayers were said to God. But the Plague came. 

Both doctors and medicines seemed useless; almost everyone who got the Plague died. Those left alive behaved in different ways. Some got together in a house and cut themselves completely off from the rest of the town; they ate and drank very little and would not even talk about the Plague. Others drank a great deal, and went about in public and laughed about the Plague: they broke into houses and got drunk on the wine they found. Others carried bunches of flowers, herbs or spices and held these to their noses when they walked about: they felt that this was healthy and also it stopped them smelling the stink of the dead and dying. Others thought the best thing was to escape: they left their neighbors and families and fled to the country. 

People avoided each other: neighbors and families kept apart. The Plague had the effect of mak- ing brothers leave each other and husbands leave wives. 

Those who were dying of the Plague were left to die alone. Many died each night in the streets. Many others died in their houses and only the terrible smell of rotting bodies warned their neighbors what had happened. Then the neighbors would drag the bodies out with their own hands and leave them in the doorway. Anyone walking around in the morning could have seen more corpses than he could count. The whole town was like a graveyard. 

Soon huge trenches had to be dug for the bodies, which were thrown in hundreds at a time—like cargo being chucked into a ship. The bodies were covered up with a little earth and stacked up until the trench was full. 
Source: Giovanni Boccacio, author of The Decameron, 1348. 

Document 2:
That there were a great many robberies and wicked practices committed even in this dreadful time I do not deny. The power of avarice was so strong in some that they would run any hazard to steal and to plunder; and particularly in houses where all the families or inhabitants have been dead and carried out, they would break in at all hazards, and without regard to the danger of infection, take even the clothes off the dead bodies and the bed-clothes from others where they lay dead. 
Source: Daniel Defoe, Journal of the Plague Year, 1722. 

Document 3:
At this time there was such a great shortage of priests everywhere that many churches were abandoned. None of the normal services were held. 

It was impossible to get a priest to come to take services unless he was paid up to £10 a year. Before the Plague, a priest would live in a village and take all the services for 3 a year—but now no one will do the job unless they are paid 20 a year. 

Shortly after the Plague a large number of men whose wives had died became priests, although many of them could not even write. They could read a little, but did not understand what they were reading. 
Source: Henry Knighton, Chronicler and Canon of St. Mary's Leicester, 1350s. 

Document 4:

Plague-stricken patients hang around their necks toads, either dead or alive, whose venom should within a few days draw out the poison of the disease. 
Source: H. de Rochas, French physician, The Reform of Medicine, 1647. 

Document 5:

Suddenly everything became very cheap, because no one was bothered about money or goods— they were all too frightened of dying . . . Sheep and oxen strayed through the fields and among the crops, because there was no one to drive them away, or collect them together. These animals mostly died in ditches, or by getting tangled up in the hedges; there was no one to look after them and the lords of the manor did not know what to do . . . 

Lords who had lent land in return for yearly labor service were forced to change these services. They either had to let the serfs off the services, or else accept money instead. Unless they did this the serfs ran away and left their houses and the land to go to ruin. 

The laborers were so proud and hostile that they took no notice of the King's law. If anyone wanted to employ laborers, he had to pay them what they asked—or lose his fruit and crops. 
Source: Henry Knighton, Chronicler and Canon of St. Mary's Leicester, 1350s. 
Document 6: 
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The doctor's robe. The nose of the sinister costume was supposed to act as a filter, being filled with materials imbued with perfumes and alleged disinfectants. The lenses were supposed to protect the eyes from the miasmas. 

Source: Illustration from Historiarum anatomicarum medicarum (1661), by Thomas Bartholin
Document 7:
No poultry should be eaten, no waterfowl, no pig, no old beef, altogether no fat meat. . . . It is injurious to sleep during the daytime. . . . Fish should not be eaten, too much exercise may be injurious . . . and nothing should be cooked in rainwater. Olive oil with food is deadly. . . . Bathing is dangerous. . . . 
Source: Statement of the University of Paris Medical Faculty, 1348. 
Document 8:
Neither physicians nor medicines were effective. Whether because these illnesses were previously unknown or because physicians had not previously studied them, there seemed to be no cure. There was such a fear that no one seemed to know what to do. When it took hold in a house it often happened that no one remained who had not died. And it was not just that men and women died, but even sentient animals died. Dogs, cats, chickens, oxen, donkeys, sheep showed the same symptoms and died of the same disease. And almost none, or very few, who showed these symptoms, were cured. The symptoms were the following: a bubo in the groin, where the thigh meets the trunk; or a small swelling under the armpit; sudden fever; spitting blood and saliva (and no one who spit blood survived it). It was such a frightful thing that when it got into a house, as was said, no one remained. Frightened people abandoned the house and fled to another. 
Source: Marchione di Coppo Stefani, ca. 1370. 
Document 9:

Ring around the rosy

Pocket full of posies

Ashes, ashes!
We all fall down!

Ring around the rosy: rosary beads give you God's help. A pocket full of posies: used to stop the odor of rotting bodies which was at one point thought to cause the plague, it was also used widely by doctors to protect them from the infected plague patients. Ashes, ashes: the church burned the dead when burying them became too laborious. We all fall down: dead. Not only were the children affected physically, but also mentally. Parents even abandoned their children, leav- ing them to the streets instead of risking the babies giving them the dreaded "pestilence." Children were especially unlucky if they were female. Baby girls would be left to die because parents would favor male children that could carry on the family name. 
Source: Available at pages.zdnet.com/genealogy.research 

Document 10:
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Source: The Cemetery from The Dance of Death—Hans Holbein the Younger. 
After analyzing each of the documents, answer the following questions INDIVIDUALLY, on a separate sheet of paper, using evidence to support
Follow-up questions to assignments:

1. Do you believe the pope's fear of losing power was justified? Why or why not? 
2. Which 3 documents or reactions to the plague seemed most interesting to you?  Support your answer with evidence from the document on why.
3. Which 3 reactions seemed the most unrealistic or outrageous? Support your answer with evidence from the document on why.
4. Do you understand the concept of a scapegoat? Support your answer with evidence from the document on what your definition.
5. What would a modern Black Plague do to society today? Questions 5 and 6 are the same as earlier in the day, appling to current times.
6. What are the likely effects of a die-off of about one third of a total population in a 10-year period upon the economic life and structure in current times?
7. What would be the effects on family life and structure in current times?
8. What would be the effects on the role of religion, religious tolerance and the rise or fall of secularism?
9. If you lived through and survived a catastrophe like the Black Plague, would it strengthen or weaken your religious faith? 
10. What about your belief in the power and utility of the scientific method? 
11. What modern epidemics or plagues have we seen today? 
http://www.collegeboard.com/prod_downloads/yes/4297_MODULE_13.pdf
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